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Michigan Redistricting Collaborative Launched

Kris Zawisza, LWV Lansing, LWVMI Project Director
and Analise Johnson

Public interest groups, including LWVMI, have launched the Michigan
Redistricting Collaborative to inform and involve voters in redistricting as the
process gets underway. Coordinated by the Michigan Nonprofit Association, the
Collaborative is developing educational programs and resources on the issue
and urging the Legislature to make their redistricting work open to the public.
Proposed changes to the process include providing public access to mapping data and tools, holding public hear-
ings to obtain citizen input, and posting proposed maps on the state’s web site.

The Collaborative will also support citizen engagement in county redistricting, which is subject to laws governing
public meetings and communications. Other founding members of the Collaborative include Common Cause,
Michigan Campaign Finance Network, Michigan Voice, and The Center for Michigan. Additional organizations are
expected to sign on.

Redistricting will officially begin after detailed population data are provided to the State around the end of March.
The State Legislature must complete its plan for Congressional and State legislative districts by November 1st, led
by Sen. Joe Hune (R-22), Chair of the Senate Redistricting Committee, and Rep. Pete Lund (R-36), Chair of the
House Elections and Redistricting Committee. County redistricting bodies have only 60 days to complete their plan
for county commission districts.

Gross population figures from the Census have confirmed an expected result: Michigan will lose a Congressional
seat in 2012, due to declining population. In the State Legislature, the number of seats remains the same, but the
geographic boundaries will shift to accommodate population changes. Detroit and metro Wayne County are ex-
pected to lose seats to areas that grew, including Macomb County and the Kent/Allegan/Muskegon region. Federal
law prohibiting discrimination in redistricting ensures that the Detroit area will retain two majority-minority Congres-
sional districts, although the boundaries will change.

On March 14th the Collaborative is sponsoring a stakeholder forum in Livonia, at which national and state experts
will present an overview of redistricting, factors that enter into drawing districts, and alternative ways to conduct
redistricting. Participants will also have the opportunity to engage in community conversations and give their opin-

ion on how best to change the process. Community conversations will also be held in
Cont. on page 2

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works
to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Redistricting Collaborative
Cont. from page 1

several other communities in the
spring.

LWVMI is also partnering with Local
Leagues to sponsor educational
events, such as showing and dis-
cussing the film Gerrymandering,
or hosting a panel presentation on
redistricting. Local Leagues are
planning a range of redistricting
activities that include speaking to
community groups and media, par-
ticipating in local redistricting, and
contacting elected officials to voice
their concerns about the process.

COLLEGE OF
SOCIAL
SCIENCE

LWVMI VP Sue Smith listens to the panel-

ists at the Jan. 26th Redistricting event in

Lansing co-sponsored by LWVMI. See all
the photos on Facebook.

The Michigan Redistricting Collaborative presents:

Draw the Line Michigan

an educational forum about the way political district lines are drawn

Monday, March 14, 2011, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College
18600 Haggerty Rd, Livonia, Ml 48152

Michigan’s political districts will be redrawn this year. The way district lines are
drawn can keep our communities together or split them apart. This event pro-
vides information and insights on redistricting laws, the process in Michigan, and
opportunities to dialogue about how to make redistricting more responsive to
citizen, rather than political, interests.

Registration: Free, but sign-up by March 7" to ensure materials and lunch are
available.

Confirmed Panelists:
Keesha Gaskins, Senior Counsel, Brennan Center for Justice
Virginia Martinez, Legislative Staff Attorney, Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund
Dr. Michael McDonald, Assoc. Professor of Public & International Affairs,
George Mason University
Kurt Metzger, Director, Data Driven Detroit

The Michigan Redistricting Collaborative, a coalition of non-profits, believes that
redistricting must be transparent and open, with more public involvement. See
www.drawthelinemidwest.org/michigan for info about the Collaborative. For forum
information, contact Kris Zawisza or Analise Johnson, League of Women Voters
of Michigan, redistricting@Iwvmi.org or 517-484-5383.

Jessica Reiser, LWV Kalamazoo
LWVMI President

President’s Message

Happy Birthday to the League of Women Voters! February 14 is the 91st anniversary of the founding of the League.
This is a time to commemorate and celebrate.

As | look through this issue of the VOTER, and read about what Leagues are doing across Michigan, | am so proud
to be a member of this organization. This is also the time to thank you - our members and friends - who provided
much needed financial support for the state League in the past year. Your gifts have allowed us to do things and
continue our mission to make democracy work.

| know you are all busy interviewing new legislators, conducting program planning meetings, writing nominations
for awards, learning about redistricting, as well as the normal local League activities.

FEBRUARY, 2011

Just keep in mind that state convention is around the corner, May 20-22. What a great time to be in Traverse City.
All of the extra things that you do for convention (such as nominating someone special for an award) help make the
convention experience even better. The planning committee, led by Mary Howarth (LWV Oakland Area), has some
exciting ideas. | hope your League can send a full contingent of delegates. Just spending time with other League
members is great in itself.

Our theme is taking civility in politics to heart- certainly a worthwhile goal. Hope to see you there.
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Nominations for
LWVMI Awards

Deb Macon, LWV Oakland Area
State Board

In every Local
League, there are
members whose
values, service and
leadership set them
apart. In quiet and
public ways these
are the individuals
who are doing the
most to passionately fulfill the
mission of the League of Women
Voters. The awards to be given
at convention offer the opportu-
nity to recognize those League
leaders who excel in the hands-
on work to safeguard democracy.
LWVMI is accepting nominations
for the following awards through
March 11th:

The Belle Brotherton Award
honors an individual whose
outstanding leadership and
significant accomplishments have
benefited the citizens of Michi-
gan, inspired others and fostered
greater public participation in the
democratic process.

The Maryanne Mahaffey Commu-
nity Service Award honors an
individual for demonstrated, out-
standing commitment to their
community and its citizens, and
who exemplifies the principles of
League and League leadership.

The Leadership in Civic Empow-
erment Award honors an individ-
ual who has led the way in
providing citizens with information
and encouraging informed voters
through League work at the state
and/or local level.
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Details about the awards and
nomination forms can be
obtained from local League
presidents and can also be found
on the LWVMI website.

News From the
State Office

The state board reminds Local
Leagues of these two deadlines:

March 1 - Program Planning
forms are due.

May 1 - Consensus forms on the
Alternative Voting Systems Study
are due.

Information about both of these
items can be found on the
LWVMI website.

And speaking of the website---
our new website is almost ready!
Launch date will be sometime in
March. We're excited about the
updated, new look and the
greater user friendliness.

There's a new face at the League
office: Analise Johnson, a MSU
student, has been hired as an
intern to work with Kris Zawisza

on the Redistricting Collaborative.

We're pleased to have her!

Equal Pay Day

Equal Pay Day is April 12, 2011.
LWVMI members will participate in
the events in Lansing that will
illustrate the gap between men’s
and women’s wages. For more
information, please contact the
League’s office.

FEBRUARY 2011

Pat Donath
Tapped for
Judicial Panel

Former LWVMI President, Pat
Donath, who now serves on the
LWVUS Board, has been selected
to be part of a 24-member Judicial
Selection Task Force convened by
Michigan Supreme Court Chief
Justice Marilyn Kelly and Sixth
Circuit US Court of Appeals Senior
Judge James Ryan.

The task force will explore the
state's method of picking appellate
court judges and will then publish
recommendations to improve on it
later this year. Donath (LWV Lans-
ing Area) joins other attorneys, and
current and former office holders
such as former US Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O'Conner, Hon-
orary Chair, former state Rep, H.
Lynn Jondahl, who now serves as
the chair of the Michigan State
Ethics Board, and Olivia Maynard,
regent of University of Michigan
and trustee of the C.S. Mott
Foundation.

"Millions of dollars have been
spent to portray judicial candidates
as unfit for office," Kelly said. "It
leads to a public perception that
the justice system is neither effec-
tive or impartial. We must find im-
provements to the way we choose
our appellate judges."
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Local League Activities

The theme of the Oakland Area
League's annual PSA contest for
high school students is "What Can |
Do? The Green Power of One."
The winning essay will be pub-
lished and the winning radio and
TV spot will be aired and cash
prizes will be awarded to the win-
ning students.

The Grand Traverse Area League is
gearing up to hold the State Con-
vention in May. In the meantime,
they are working on an update of
their local Natural Resources
position.

The Ann Arbor Area League, along
with the Washtenaw County
Historical Society, is sponsoring an
exhibit, "Liberty Awakes in Washte-
naw County - When Women Won
the Vote," at the Historical Museum
through the end of February.
Kicked off with a grand opening on
January 16th, the exhibit has won
rave reviews!

The Flint Area League is doing their
part on educating the public about
redistricting. They invited the pub-
lic to watch the redistricting film,
"Gerrymandering," on February
10th and hosted a panel discus-
sion on February 17th.

After handling a contentious elec-
tion last September for a home-
owner's association at a local
cooperative development, the
Northwest Wayne County League
has been invited back to handle a
March election for the same asso-
ciation. This is a good fundraiser
as well as an interesting activity.

The Grosse Pointe League contin-
ues their "Hot Topics" program in
2011, with Thursday afternoon
meetings featuring topics of local
interest. The February meeting will
feature two local officials discuss-
ing delivery of services and infor-
mation to the public.

The Lansing Area League hosted a
"Bag the Election" meeting in
November featuring Michigan Cam-
paign Finance Chair Rich Robinson
and LWVUS Board member Pat
Donath. Members brought bags of
their collected campaign literature
and Robinson and Donath ex-
plained campaign strategies
including why some neighborhoods
are inundated with literature and
others are ignored.

“Politicians covered everything
from alternative energy to educa-
tion, to expectations of governor-
elect Rick Snyder in a free-
wheeling panel discussion spon-
sored by the Holland Area’s League
of Women Voters," reported the
Holland Sentinel in early Decem-
ber. The League organized a panel
of both retiring and new local legis-
lators in December that was open
to the public.

The Midland Area League held a
two-part series featuring an in-
depth discussion of changes in
education in Midland County.
Co-sponsored with the Midland
AAUW, the series featured knowl-
edgeable speakers who discussed
the current effectiveness of
Proposal A and alternatives for
funding public schools.

The Dearborn-Dearborn Heights
League hosted a public forum in
January to discuss the City of
Dearborn's financial future. The
Mayor attended and presented the
recommendations of a community
task force to keep the city solvent
and attract residents and business.
Dearborn, like other cities, is facing
a fiscal crisis and is being forced to
make painful cutbacks in city
services.

The Detroit Metropolitan Area
League recently held a well-
attended (snowy!) Saturday meet-
ing on redistricting, featuring an
analyst from the Southeast Michi-
gan Council of Governments who
discussed population changes in
SE Michigan.

The Alpena League schedules an
informal lunch at a local restaurant
each month for League members
to socialize and discuss current
events.

The Book Group of the Berrien
Cass County League was so
impressed with the Jane Addams
biographies they recently read that
they are planning a spring trip to
visit Hull House in Chicago.

Susan Gilbert, a 40-year member
of the Berrien/Cass County
League, wrote an article in her
local Voter in December regarding
non-partisanship. It was so well
written and so clearly described
the League’s role in politics and
position advocacy that it has been
re-published in League Voters (and
websites) all over the country.






