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You’re invited to our Spring
Workshop, which will be held
on Saturday, May 10 from 9:30
— 2:30 in the lovely, newly
renovated Mutual Building in
downtown Lansing, one block from the Capitol.
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Thanks to the Michigan Municipal League, we will be

able to use their headquarters, located on the second
floor of the Mutual Building, free of charge. There will
be ample free parking on the street.

A box lunch will be available for $10.00. Registration
forms will be available at www.lwvmi.org beginning
April 15, and will be due by May 1, 2008.

Registration with coffee and muffins will be from 9:30
— 10:00. The Opening Session, “Communicating for
Growth”, will be an interactive experience showing
how membership growth and retention can easily
permeate all of our League activities.

Beginning at 11:00, the following Workshops will be
offered concurrently:

Spring Workshop: May 10 in Lansing

I. MRI Pilot Leagues Round Table: successes and
challenges

Il. Voter Service: latest information on candidate forums,
voter guides.

[ll. Small Group Options:

A. National Convention Delegates: Information
on proposals

Mock Elections in Public Schools: How to do it
Increasing Access for Voters with Disabilities
Obtaining Grant $ for Local Leagues
Transforming Local Leagues: Kalamazoo
League Experience
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After lunch, we will meet as a group to hear the latest
information on our exciting new state-wide project,
“Taking Action for Judicial Independence”, which is part
of our Democracy Agenda.

Come and join other League members from around the
state as we tackle these critical issues that take on even
greater importance in this election year.

Primary Voter Guide is Coming!

LWVMI is planning to produce an on-line voter guide for the primary election on August 5, 2008. Candidates for the
House of Representatives will be contacted. Their responses will be available on-line. If your local League is planning a
voter guide for the August primary, please contact office@Ilwvmi.org as soon as possible. Join us May 10 to learn more

about this project.

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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President’s Message

Jessica Reiser, LWV Kalamazoo Area, LWVMI President

Spring is here and we are ready. With both the primary and general elections this year, many voter service plans
are already under way. | will mention just a few things on the calendar.

On May 10th LWVMI will be hosting a spring workshop in Lansing. The details of this event | Starting April 15th,

are noted on page 1. The accommodations are beautiful and the agenda looks exciting; visit the LWVMI

we are hopeful that a representative from LWVUS will be able to join us, too. Please plan  |website to sign up

on attending. on line for the May
10th workshop.

The Department of Human Services is beefing up their efforts to comply with the National
Voters Registration Act. It requires DHS to provide voter registration at the County offices. As part of their effort,
DHS is asking organizations such as the League of Women Voters to help out. County DHS offices will be calling
on local Leagues to keep them informed of voter registration drives and to occasionally assist in the DHS offices.
This presents an opportunity to collaborate with an organization working with an under-served population. County
DHS offices could become voter guide sites. From a membership recruitment initiative perspective, DHS workers
make great LWV members.

LWVMI is working with the Publius webmaster, Vince Keenan, to collaborate on publishing ballot information as
well as links to our voter guides. We are focusing on the August primary but anticipate collaborations through the
publication of the general election. This would have a dramatic impact on the visibility and availability of our voter
guides.

I know this year will be filled with challenges. As always, | welcome your suggestions and questions.
The League of Women Voters is where hands on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement.

Midwest Democracy Network Gets National Exposure

Along with the state Leagues in Ohio, Wisconsin and Minnesota, LWVMI is one of many political reform advocate organi-
zations that have partnered to form the Midwest Demaocracy Network (MDN) — an organization devoted to many of the
same ‘good government’ ideals that the League espouses.

Last September, MDN affiliates invited all of the presidential candidates to respond to questions concerning public
financing, the Voting Rights Act, FCC regulations concerning campaigns, and drawing congressional district lines.
League members, along with members of other MDN civic organizations from all 5 MDN states, banded together to
send emails to the candidates encouraging them to respond to the questionnaire. In the end, only Senator John
Edwards and Senator Barak Obama responded. Their responses were published and widely disseminated in late
November, 2007.

Even though only two of the candidates responded, the questionnaire caught the attention of NBC’s Tim Russert,
who referenced it during a question to Senator Obama during the final Democratic Presidential Candidate Debate
at Cleveland State University on February 26th. Russert quizzed Senator Obama on whether he would participate
in the presidential public financing system as his answer on the questionnaire had strongly suggested. Following
the debate, the meaning of Obama’s response was discussed in hundreds of news articles, broadcasts and blogs,
all of which referenced MDN and the questionnaire. It was cited in editorials that appeared in many newspapers,
including the NY Times, Washington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, USA Today and the St. Petersburg Times. Though
MDN members are happy with the publicity, it is important to note that the grassroots work of many state organiza-
tions and their members who worked on this good government project paid off by calling national attention to this
issue. Public financing of campaigns was a hot topic for about 3 weeks, and MDN helped to promote the public
discourse.
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MISCC Update

Anne Magoun, LWV Grand Traverse Area,
State Board

In the last issue of the Voter, we
urged you to join us at a February
19t Michigan Independent Supreme
Court Campaign-sponsored trip to
Lansing to bring attention to the need
for changes to Michigan election law.

Many MISCC members from the
Traverse City area (where MISCC
was formed) spent the better part
of a day on a chartered bus to
present nearly 1200 petition signa-
tures to Sen. Michelle McManus
(R-Lake Leelanau, chair of Commit-
tee on Campaign and Election
Oversight) and Sen. Jason Allen
(R-Traverse City). The petitions call
for public campaign financing for
Supreme Court candidates and full
disclosure of issue ad sponsors
(see sidebar).

The group, joined by others from
around the state, also participated
at a press conference with Sen.
Deb Cherry (D-Burton) who has
introduced a bill (SB128) that
would provide public financing for
Supreme Court candidates. MISCC
(and League) members Rich Robin-
son, Pat Donath and Anne Magoun
joined Sen. Cherry, Sen. Whitmer
(D-East Lansing) and Sen. Gleason
(D-Flint) to speak on various as-
pects of the need for changes in
the way we select our judicial candi-
dates. At the end of the press
conference, Rep. Steve Tobocman
(D-Detroit) and Rep. Marc Corriveau
(D-Northville) announced that they
were introducing a bill in the House
that would provide public funding
for Supreme Court candidates.

There is now an online version of
the petition on the website:
WWW.Miscc.org.

Log on today and add your hame
to the growing list of Michigan
citizens who support the MISCC’s
mission.

The February 19th event received
extensive press coverage, but it
was just the beginning of an effort
to generate legislative and public
support. As a coalition member of
MISCC, LWVMI will continue to
use its Election Law position to
advocate for a judicial system in
Michigan with highly qualified,
independent and respected jurists
on the court, selected through a
fair and open process. Pursuit of
this goal will be a program main-
stay for the next several years.
You can learn more about
LWVMI’s participation in this pro-
ject by attending the May 10th
all-member meeting.

Petition language

As a Michigan voter, | am
concerned about the
process of selection and
election of justices of the
Michigan Supreme Court.
| urge you to support (1)
voluntary public financing
for Michigan Supreme
Court campaigns and (2)
full and timely disclosure
of all electioneering com-
munications (“issue ads”)
associated with those
campaigns.

Anne Magoun presenting petitions to Senator
Jason Allen on February 19th in Lansing

LWV Convention:

Portland, OR
June 13—17

“Reaching New Heights Together”
is the theme of the 48th national
League of Women Voters conven-
tion in Portland, Oregon from June
13 through June 17. Local Leagues
are entitled to voting delegates
based on their membership count
as of January, 2008. Leagues with
under 100 members are entitled
to 1 delegate, and an additional
delegate for every 100 members
(or fraction thereof). Any member,
even if she/he is not a voting dele-
gate, can attend the convention.

We hope that every local League
will be able to send at least one
delegate so that Michigan will have
full representation. If your local
League cannot send someone to
Portland, but you would like to be
represented, contact the state
office for the name(s) of members
who may want to attend as your
voting delegate.
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Happy 88th Birthday!

On February 14th, the LWVUS celebrated its 88th birthday. Following are some of the birthday wishes that were
received by the LWVUS office in Washington DC:

“88 keys on a piano. 88 years of League. Let the music continue.”
“You are truly the League with a heart, a voice, and shared information which can create positive change”.
“You are the most under-appreciated national treasure.”

“When LWV speaks, civic leaders listen. Happy Birthday to a group that has earned respect because of all
the hard work of its volunteers.”

“With respect, love and gratitude from my grandmothers, my parents, my children, grandchildren - and
self.”

“From the bottom of my heart, body, mind and political soul - Women can and do change the world. Let's
keep it up!”

“The League was responsible for two of the biggest things in my life: My business and my marriage. I'll
always be grateful to this terrific group of women.”

“It is great to be associated with this wonderful organization which so many depend on for advice &
information, especially in this election year!”

“The League continues to blaze a trail for women's equality. Congratulations!”

“We've come a long way baby!!!l The clothing changed, but not the sentiments!!!”

“At 88 you still have the ‘it factor’ and still rock.”

“Happy Birthday to a group that still believes in the ‘high road’ and making things transparent, honest, and
positive.”
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