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Training and Advocacy Event Set for April 21%tin Lansing

Mark your calendar and dust off your advocacy hat for Voting and Elections Training and Action Day, April 21stin
Lansing. Sponsored by LWVMI’s Michigan Voter Power Campaign, the event will feature a briefing on the status of
current policy priorities, training on effective advocacy by Tim O’'Brien from the LWVUS, and a luncheon to honor
the League’s 90t birthday and legislators who have supported our issues. Participants will have the opportunity to
visit their legislators after lunch.

The event is open to League members and other individuals who want to learn more about the issues and how
government works in Lansing. Local Leagues are encouraged to recruit a delegation to attend.

Details of the event will be available soon or contact Kris Zawisza, Project Director at voterpower@Ilwvmi.org
or 517-484-5383.

Join us in Atlanta! Making Democracy Work: a History of
Change, a Future of Hope.

The LWVUS invites all members to join fellow Leaguers from 50 states, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Hong
Kong to celebrate 90 remarkable years of League achievements and chart the course for the next biennium of
League programs. Set for June 11-15, 2010, the convention will be held in downtown Atlanta.

All League members are invited to attend Convention, but Presidents of local, state and ILO Leagues appoint their
allotted delegates. Non-voting members can be part of the excitement as the Convention delegate body debates
and adopts the 2010-2012 National Program, the LWVUS Budget for the next fiscal year, and amendments to the
LWVUS Bylaws. Delegates will also be choosing the LWVUS Board officers, directors and nominating committee for
the next biennium.

LWVMI hopes to have a strong delegation - at least one member from every local League. If you would like to
attend the convention, which will also be celebrating the 90t birthday of the LWVUS, please discuss this with your
local League president. If you cannot attend, you can participate in all the pre-convention discussions by joining
the Convention listserve on www.lwvus.org.

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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President’s Message Stay Connected!
Jessica Reiser, LWV Kalamazoo
LWVMI President If you would like to receive LWV

e-alerts and information, please

First of all, | wish you a Happy 90t Anniversary. | hope you will celebrate contact Mary Howarth at

this event within your local League. LWV has so_much to celebrat'e and be tenormary@gmail.com. Mary man-
proud of at all levels. From the LWVMI perspect!ve, | gm c_elebratlng you,. our ages LWVMI's email distribution
members. Just take a look at the contributors listed in this Voter. Your fi- list, and sends out information

nancial support is one way you tell us that we are important to you. Your
contributions, along with grant monies, have allowed us to take actions and
move forward with plans for the future. Just look at the articles in this Voter Become a fan of LWVMI on Face-

about once a week.

about what we have planned—such as Advocacy Day on April 21. book. You can read and comment
) on postings about LWVMI’s priority

Member support has kept the League of Women Voters alive for 90 years policy issues, news and musings on

and it is essential for the LWV to continue in the future. | need to tell you LWVMI’'s Facebook page.

about the forethought and generosity of one of our members who died this

past December. Julia Costello knew that the LWVMI needed to have a fi- Visit Iwv.org. Loaded with up-to-

nancial plan for the future. With her persistence and financial support, date advocacy news, press re-
LWVMI established the endowment fund. Julia was instrumental in working | [|cases and issue alerts, the site is
with our finance committee. She was an inspiration and great friend to the also a great source of resource ma-
LWV and to me. Our endowment is her legacy. terial for all League members.

) . ) i Whether you're going or not, check
With regret, the Board has accepted the resignation of Katherine Barnhart, out the LWVUS Convention section.
who is moving to New York. We now have two board positions open There’s also an interesting section
(Secretary and Advocacy VP) and welcome any interested members. If you on the League’s 90t anniversary,
would like to discuss this further, please contact the LWVMI Nominating including new historical material
Chair, Kathy Esselman (Lansing Area) via the state office. with pictures.

We are all working hard doing hands-on work to safeguard democracy.
Thank you for all that you do for LWV.

State League Activity: Michigan Voter Power

Convenient and Accessible Voting (e.g., Early and No-Excuse Absentee Voting): Current efforts to raise awareness
and gain support for policy change on these issues include:
o Developing messages and communications tools to support outreach to media and community leaders;
e Communications training for LWVMI Board members and interested volunteers; and
e Partnering with the municipal clerks association to conduct a poll on voter attitudes about
these reforms.

Fair and Impartial Courts: The American Board of Trial Advocates and Wayne State University are co-sponsoring a
symposium entitled “Options for an Independent Judiciary in Michigan” on February 9, 8:30 am to 4 pm. Retired
U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Sandra Day O’Connor will be the keynote speaker. LWVMI has been involved
in event planning and will be part of the “next steps” following the event. For information about the event, call
(313) 577-3099.

Public Advocacy for Voter Protection: LWVMI is working with the Oakland Area League to review MI Department of
Human Services (DHS) voter registration procedures. The goal is to ensure that registrations submitted at DHS
offices are treated as in-person registrations. LWVOA has interviewed the manager of a local DHS office and
several local clerks to gain an understanding of their procedures and identify any barriers. A secondary goal is to
encourage voter registration opportunities in DHS offices.
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February 14

LWVUS’ 90t Birthday

LWVUS Program planning reports from local Leagues are due

Local League consensus forms due on LWVMI’s Prison Re-study

March 1
League March 15-21  Sunshine Week
° April 21 All-member Advocacy Day in Lansing
Reminders v
May 14 Registration deadline for LWVUS Convention
June 11-15 LWVUS Convention in Atlanta

Detroit Victory

Leagues all over Michigan partici-
pated in last fall’s local elections by
publishing voter guides, holding can-
didate forums and even advocating
on local issues supported by LWV
positions. Being the engaged elector-
ate that we are, LWV members
enjoyed the election night drama as
we watched our democracy in action.

- at least seven members are to
be elected by district beginning in
2013.

After the victory, Madison and the
Detroit League were lauded by the
media for leading this grassroots
campaign. Crains Detroit Busi-
ness praised Madison as the
“elder stateswoman” who was the
“heart of the Prop D. campaign”.
Detroit Free Press

While the eyes of Michi-
gan’s media concen-
trated on the Detroit
mayoral race last
November 6th, Detroit
LWV President Mildred
Madison was focused on
the results of the Detroit
ballot proposal which
would require city coun-
cil members to be
elected by district,
instead of at-large.

After the disappointment
of a failed petition drive
in 2001, the League
joined forces with a
number of coalition
groups, including

Publius.org, ACORN, Our Detroit, the
Black State, as well as state repre-
sentatives, neighborhood groups,
students and other activists. To-
gether, they eventually got the initia-
tive on the November, 2009 ballot.
Seventy-two percent of city voters
gave the newly elected Charter Com-
mission, a mandate to change the

“There was no account-
ability to the community,
S0 we decided the best
way to do it was to have
council by districts, where
you have a person living in
those districts and ac-
countability to the people.
We studied other large
cities and they all had
council by districts except
us. We decided we were
going after it, after access
and accountability. We
stopped talking about it
and decided to go into
action.”

Mildred Madison
LWV Detroit President,

district.

way the Detroit City Council is elected

Columnist Rochelle
Riley paid tribute to
Madison’s tenacity
and determination
to give Detroiters
access to govern-
ment.

The newly formed
Detroit Charter
Commission meets
two Tuesdays each
month. Though
there is certainty
that the new char-
ter will include
elections by dis-
trict, members of
the Detroit LWV
attend each meet-
ing, determined to

be part of the public process that
will modernize and improve the
way city government works. We
congratulate Mildred Madison,
Renata Polk and the other mem-
bers of the Detroit League who
worked for more than nine years
to reach this goal of election by

Julia Costello

Kay Perry, LWV Kalamazoo

Julia Costello, a member of the
Kalamazoo Area League, passed
away in December following a brief
illness. Julia played a key role in
encouraging the Kalamazoo Area
League to establish its own educa-
tion fund. As chair of the LWVKA
Education Fund Board, she then
worked to establish an endowment
fund and managed those funds
until her death.

Julia was an enthusiastic fund-
raiser, identifying grant opportuni-
ties, helping to develop wares for
the League to sell, and staffing the
wares table at LWV Conventions, as
well as other events.

She was also instrumental in help-
ing the LWVMI to establish its en-
dowment fund, and was on the
LWVMI finance committee that
helped manage the funds.

Julia had a wide variety of interests,
and despite her limited vision, she
read a great deal about a variety of
subjects. Julia’s positive, can-do
attitude was a source of inspiration.

Julia’s family has asked that contri-
butions in her memory be made to
the League of Women Voters of the
Kalamazoo Area, to the endowment
fund at the League of Women Vot-
ers of Michigan, or to Kalamazoo
Family and Children Services,
where she was once employed as a
social worker.
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2009 Contributions to Valerie Jewell Rachel Webers Marlene & John Barr
LWVMI Operating Fund Peggy Johnson Betty Welsh Shirley Batchelder

Margaret Kauffman Anne White Kathleen BeBeau
Jo Ann Kelly Angela & Charles Williams Ruth Bernard

Anonymous (10)

Ann Abdoo

Joyce Adderley

Edith Allen & John Maynard
Roy & Arvilla Albers
Lorna Amsbaugh
Ruth Corlett Amstutz
Ann M. Piet Anderson
Dorothy Doan Arbury
Diana Aug

Rosemary Austgen
Renzo & Judith Azzano
Laura Baird

Marge Barden

Sam & Anita Barnes
Katherine Barnhart
Jocelyn Benson
Janice Berry

Owen Bieber
Marceline Bright
Mary Brown

Pauline Buchner
Mary Burney

Laura Callow

Ruth Caputo

Mary Carlson

Kurtis Carlson
Margaret Carter
Carolyn Chapin

Mary Ann Chapman
Shirley Coffeen
Steven Cohen

Lois & Willard Cohodas
Paula Creed

Jean Crump

Mary Currie

Diane Davis

Patricia Donath
Katherine Donnelly
Kathryn Esselman
Barry Elizabeth Fink
Charlotte Foote
Theresa Futvoye-Micus
Fleta Gacki

Susan & Geoff Gilbert
Dan Green

Fran Hamburg

Art Hanson

Denise Hartsough
Nina Hendrix
Richard Horvitz

Mary Howarth
Marion Hugos
Dorothea Hunter
Kyle Irwin

Dorothy Jacobs
Nancy Janoch

Ginger Ketelsen
Dorothy Kirby

Rita Klein

Ann Kondak
Patricia & Jim Laarman
Alice LaHaie

Carole Lang

Sybil Levenson
Margo Light

Helen Loen
Deborah Macon
Ginny McCaig
Katherine McDonald
Judith McDowell
Ann McGee

Lila McMechan
Ruth Miller

Janet Moore

Robert Myers
Joseph Naines
Helen Neale

Susan Nelmes

Sally Olexia
H.Kirkland Osoinach
Eva Packard
Norman Pava

Lynn Pease

Alice Peck

Ann Perry

Kay Perry

Caroline Reid
Frederick Remley
Jane & Jim Richardson
Barbara Rosalik
Gerald Ross

Celia Said

Sylvia Sanders
Janet Scarrow
Nancy Schewe

Fran Schonenberg
Serena Schwartz
Cynthia Sevilla

Ellen Shoun

Barb Skurdall
Manette Smith

John & Elizabeth Sprague
Ann Staiger

Ann Strehle

Doris Sutherland
Betty Toutloff

Pat Trezise

Marie Tront

Tom Urynowicz
Virginia Vanden Broek
Margaret Wallace
Ruth Washburn

Joanne Winkelman
Valerie Wise

Paula Wolfe
Patricia Woollcott
Kris Zawisza
Sharon Zoars

2009 Operating Fund
Tributes

In Memory of Elizabeth Wurster
Christine Alexander

Mary Bolang

Richard Fisher

Marilyn Jarema

Karen Jones Stewart

Dorothy Lynch

Joseph & Janet Rossi

Thomas Wurster

Virginia Wurster

In Memory of Martha
Schaefer-Fowler
Pamela Brady

In Memory of Mary Heritage
LWV of Detroit Metropolitan
Area

In Memory of Janice
Nieuwenhuis
Ann Kraft

In Honor of Margery M. Williams
John Mayer

In Memory of Margaret Strome
Yolanda Mitts

In Memory Jane Cameron
Elaine Morse

In Memory of Mable Fake
Anonymous

2009 Contributions to
LWVMI Education Fund

Judith Abrams

Rolf & Harriet Amsler
Loretta Anderson

George & Jean Auchterlonie
Shirley Bach

Jill Barker

Ruth Barnard

Eric Billes
Elizabeth Bishop
May Bodzin

Paula Bowman
Robert Bradley
Frieda Brown
Mary Brown
Geraldine Buckles
Carolyn Buell
Mary Bugeia
William Burgess
Mary & Richard Burney
Elizabeth Burns
Evelyn Burton
Carol Campbell
Judith Carty
Martha Charchian
Audrey& Jack Chase
Garth Christie
Lottie Clark
Thomas Cole

Julia Costello
Margaret Cowles
Paula Creed
Dolores Curiel
Marcia & Ted Curran
Mary Currie
Benjamin Davis IlI
Katherine & Frank Dennis
Kinn deVelarde
Jean Dodenhoff
Jan Dolan

Patricia Donath
Hannah Donigan
Janis Emery

Leila Evelev
Rebekah Fennell
Connie Ferguson
llene Forsyth
Beverly Frank
Joyce Frazho
Dorothy French
Collette Fullmer
Jacqueline Giering
Rosemary Glenn
David & Phyllis Goeddeke
Robert Goodrich
Richard Grauer
Robert Green
Carmen Gudan
Richard Gutow
Judith Hamel
Leroy Hampton
Deanna Hanieski
Gail Hansen

Ruth Hathaway
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Donald & Alice Hays Laura Perreault 2009 Education Fund In Honor of Sue Nelmes,

Mildred Hedrick Caroline Reid Tributes Ann Perry & Kay Perry

Sally Heinze Barbara & Ed Reinert Jennifer Shoub

Lois Herbage Jessica Reiser .

Jean Heym Richard & Audrey Reist IMnal\:I;;nn(;‘rzrcS)LEhzabeth Wurster In Honor of Eva Packard

Linda Higbee Linda Ridley 5 P Renate Soulen

uzanne Higgins

Carolyn & John Hoagland Mary Robertson Monica Wurster

Richard Horvitz Gerald Ross Sue Betz In Memory of Beverly

Dohn Hoyle Gloria Rottman Shifrah Nenner McAnnich

Barbara & Joel Huber Angela Ryan Kathleen Straus

Mary Hurd Bernice Rynders Nancy White

Christine Jacobs Beverly Sabbath jr;rl;l aonn:; g;lefry McDowell

June Janis Sheryl Safran In Honor of Barbara Bartley

Richard Jeeter Jessie Mae Sanderson In Honor of Mr. Oris Ware Rosemary Whitfield

Harold Johnson Dick & Norma Sarns Wilma Berry ’

Jacqueline Johnson Louise Sause Endowment Fund

Karen Kamerschen Patty Schmidt Julia Costello

June Kamil Mary Ellen & Jim Schroeder '”S“:ﬁg’e‘;;yr_ggmfha Richard Jeeter

Leslie Kamil Elvera Shappirio Pamela Brady Valaura Nibbelink

Margaret Kauffman Arlene Sherman Jessica Reiser

Charles Keith Meredith Shields Mary Springer

Charlotte Kish Edwin & Hope Shimabukuro 'Lri'“'i"a°n"§‘rv‘\’;;fteear"ngﬁ"

Loyola Koch Carol Smith Founding Members of the

Dorean Koenig Laura Smith 21st Century Voter Fund

Lisa Klopfer Manette Smith Inwl\gzrrrlnoerﬁ](t)):\’llother who Sarah & Tom Delia

Ann Kraft Sherrill Smith Lillian Dibert Anne & Peter Magoun

Meredith Kulisheck Susan Kay Smith Eva Packard

Evelyn Landgraf Virginia Sorenson In Memory of Bradford Ordell

Suzanne Lawson Janita Soul Cynthia Kelly Corporate Matching Funds

Sue Leich Mary Stadel Illinois Tool Works

Ellen Leik Deborah Starnes Foundation (In Honor of

In Mem f Mother

Margaret Loffelman Marilyn Stephan JulieeKrgL%o othe Price (Jane) Watts

Laurence MacDonald Nitsa Stoddard Pfizer Foundation**

Jeanne Martens Kathleen Straus

. . o . In Memory of Elnora Vader

Ginny McCaig Christine Sullivan Beverly Lgdin **Anonymous

Judith McDowell Carole Swinehart

Carol J. McGrath Eleanor Tacke

Don McHarness Asma Tapert

Virginia McKeachie Nancy Tefertiller

Lila McMechan Julie Telang

Marilyn McQueen Alyce & William Thorpe P

Henry Messer Melissa Thun Tieptﬂgﬁ?a'ﬁg;noxgger

Betsy Meyers Beverly Toomey o

Robert Miller Peggy J. Townsend LeagZLJ()eoo’\f/lWomenD\(otel’Ss Otf I\/:lcc)lzlgan

Barbara Moorhouse Thelma Ullrich useum DIIve, suite

Beatrice Moss Jane Underwood Lansing, Ml 48933-1997

Dorothy Mull Carol Valverde 51 7'484'53_83 Fax 5_' 7.484.3086

Carol Murphy Cecilia Walker office@lwvmi.org

Karen Myhr Jean Walker www.lwvmi.org

Joseph Naines Doris Weil

Vernie & Gordon Nethercut Shirley Weiner ISSN 089-1545

Ann Nicholson Ann Wettlaufer Published Four ti

Fay O'Hare Charlotte Wolfe | rublished Four imes a year

Elizabeth Oostenbrug Patsy Wright Subscriptions: $12 per year from above address.

Eva chka rd Jacqueline Wylie POSTMASTER: send address changes to above address.

Jeannine Palms Roberta Young

Frances Parker Mary Zahler Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan

Lisa Patrell political organization which encourages citizens to play an in-

formed and active role in government.

All attempts to make this list as accurate as possible have The LWVMI welcomes tax-deductible contributions to the LWVMI
been made. If you believe there is an error, please contact Education Fund and encourages interested persons to name
us at: president@Iwvmi.org or 269-629-5378 LWl as a beneficiary in their wills.
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Getting the Count Right: Snowbird Guidelines

Snowbird: a quaint tag given to Michigan residents who travel to warmer climates during the winter months.

Problem: Michigan can lose up to $200 million in federal funds per year ($2 billion per decade!) and may also lose
a seat in the US House if snowbirds are not included in the Michigan census.

Solution: Snowbirds receiving a census form at their winter retreat should enter “0” for the number of people liv-
ing at their winter address and then write only these words, “Usual residence elsewhere” so the person reading the
form understands why “0” was entered. When they return to Michigan, they can fill out the census form that was
delivered to their Michigan address OR wait until a census worker visits them at their Michigan home. There is no
penalty for having a census worker make a home visit.

Census forms are delivered to households, not to individuals. The form does not ask where you live, nor is there a
place on the form to indicate a primary address if you respond to the form from your winter retreat. Every US resi-
dent should be counted by the census once, at the official residence where they live most of the year.

Counting Michigan snowbirds as residents of another state reduces Michigan’s political influence in Congress,
reduces the level of federal funding received by state and local agencies and reduces the accuracy of the census
data.

Help Michigan be counted correctly! Please circulate this information to your snowbird friends so that Michigan
can receive all the resources it deserves!

* *The League of Women Voters is where hands on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement* *
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