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Michigan State Senator District 29

Primary Election: August 7, 2018

Michigan State Senate District 29
Candidates: 2 Republicans + 1 Democrat + 1 Libertarian
Vote in one political party's primary only.
Duties: The Michigan Senate shares responsibility with the Michigan House of Representatives to enact
new laws and amend or repeal existing laws.
Qualifications: State Senators may serve a maximum of two full terms. They must be at least 21 years
of age and a registered voter in their district. There are 38 State Senate districts which are reapportioned after each census.
Term: 4 years
VOTE for ONE (1)

CHRIS AFENDOULIS, Republican
Website: www.chrisafendoulis.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/afendoulis2018
Twitter: twitter.com/RepAfendoulis
Occupation / Current Position: - Co-Owner, Afendoulis Cleaners and Tuxedos
- State Representative, 73rd District
Education: University of Michigan, Bachelor of Business Administration
Qualifications / Experience: CPA and auditor, worked as an accountant in the
private sector for 25 years.
Questions:
1. PRIORITIES: What are your top three state legislative priorities and how would you address them?
A: 1) Roads and Infrastructure This year, Michigan will spend $1 billion more on roads and bridges than
when I first came to the House in 2015. While I am encouraged by the progress we have made, it is
crucial that we continue to invest in our infrastructure. 2) Education I am committed to increased funding
for education in Michigan, including more funding for our public schools, more money in classrooms, and
greater pay for teachers. 3) Skilled Trades We must prepare our workers for the jobs of the 21st Century.
This also means showing students the wide array of career options available to them in the skilled trades.
2. EDUCATION: What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved educational outcomes and
accessibility for Michigan students from early childhood through post-secondary education?
A: As I mentioned before, I am in favor of greater funding in Michigan's classrooms and better pay for our
teachers. We must be competitive in attracting the nation's best teaching talent to Michigan. It's also
crucial that we focus on outcomes for students -- ensuring that no student falls through the cracks in
attaining educational benchmarks (such as 3rd grade reading). In high school, we have to show students
all educational and career options available to them, whether in college, the skilled trades, or otherwise.
We must give students the practical skills they need to succeed in life's next chapters.
3. ECONOMY: What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michigan residents improve their
economic positions?
A: We must continue to cultivate an environment in which job creators can thrive and bring more goodpaying jobs into our communities. I believe that we do this by maintaining a fair and consistent tax
structure (both for individuals and businesses), cutting back on red tape, and investing in our
infrastructure. We also will never maintain a thriving economy if we don't invest in education -- both for
young people and for those already in our work force. We currently have a deficit of skilled workers, and
employers are looking to other states in our region to find talent. We have to work to reverse that trend.
4. ELECTIONS: What state policies do you support regarding campaign funding and voting rights?
A: As Americans, one of our most cherished rights is our right to vote and actively participate in our
government. I want to be sure that as many people as possible have the opportunity to participate in this
process. I have supported a number of reforms to expand access to voting, including the passage of noreason absentee voting in Michigan. In terms of campaign finance law, I believe we must bring Michigan's

Copyright – League of Women Voters of Michigan Education Fund

1

LWVMI EF VOTER GUIDE

Michigan State Senator District 29

reporting and disclosure laws in line with 21st century technology. We should expand transparency in
reporting and require more immediate reporting of campaign contributions.
5. ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: What actions or policies do you support to protect Michigan’s water, air
and land for current and future generations, while meeting the state’s energy needs? Explain how those
actions or policies would affect the future of Enbridge Pipeline 5.
A: Michigan has no greater natural resource than our Great Lakes and fresh water. It is important that we
are vigilant in our fight against water contamination and pollution so that we may continue to protect
these resources. I believe we should work with our partners (in the education and research community, in
industry, in state government, and with citizens interest groups) to work toward reasonable and proactive
reforms which will help protect our environment against contamination. I am in favor of shutting down
Line 5. We must find a safe alternative for transporting the oil that currently moves through the pipeline
6. JUSTICE: What policies will you pursue to promote social and racial justice in our state?
A: We must treat all people with the same dignity and respect. I believe that we start to make positive
changes when we learn how to better communicate and relate with people who are different from us. Our
state must learn how to better accommodate the needs of all of its residents, including the most
vulnerable in our society. I believe we accomplish this in part by investing in education, creating work
opportunities, and improving access to entrepreneurship.

DANIEL J OESCH, Republican
Website: https://www.dan4statesenate.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Dan-Oesch-for-29th-State-Senate179056722890232/
Occupation / Current Position: Analyst
Education: MBA from the University of Wisconsin, MBA Consortium, BA Political Science
Cornell College
Qualifications / Experience: While working as an Analyst for Owens & Minor I worked
with several large complex organizations. In this role as a consultant I learned how to
slash operating expenses without reducing staff pay and want to bring this same
approach to Lansing. We need to slash waste in Lansing!
Questions:
1. PRIORITIES: What are your top three state legislative priorities and how would you address them?
A: My top 3 priorities are Economic Development, Tax Reform, & Roads. We need an economic policy that
encourage the growth of Michigan businesses, diversifies of our economic base, and encourages
entrepreneurship. I oppose subsidies to pull businesses here; you cannot buy a successful economy. We
need a Tax Policy that makes Michigan the best place to live, retire, and do business. The people of this
state want a better infrastructure funded through waste reduction and leveraging new technology. I will
work to make sure that 100% of taxes on gasoline are actually going towards road repairs.
2. EDUCATION: What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved educational outcomes and
accessibility for Michigan students from early childhood through post-secondary education?
A: I support school choice, families should have the ability to make a decision where their child receives
an education. I believe competition between schools is important and needs to be monitored through
standardized testing. The post-secondary landscape in this state is a mess; its taxpayer supported,
unaffordable, graduates are burdened by debt, and many of the programs offered are not a reflection of
what careers are available in this state. We need a post-secondary system that is focused on available
careers where graduates are not burdened by overwhelming debt.
3. ECONOMY: What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michigan residents improve their
economic positions?
A: I plan to focus on Economic Development; as a state we need an economic policy that encourage
growth of Michigan businesses, diversifies of our economic base, and encourages entrepreneurship. I
oppose subsidies to pull businesses here; you cannot buy a successful economy. I also plan to focus on
Tax Policy we need to realize that we are competing with states that offer more competitive tax structures
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our government officials acknowledge this every time we offer a subsidy. We need a tax structure that
makes Michigan the best place to live, retire, and do business.
4. ELECTIONS: What state policies do you support regarding campaign funding and voting rights?
A: Voting is one of the most important rights that a citizen has; we need to make sure that our citizens
continue to trust the outcomes of elections. I support mandatory voter ID and purging the voter rolls of
voters that have not participated in elections in six consecutive years. I would like to see better campaign
finance laws that stops candidates from working with PACs; we should have elections based on ideas
instead of an auction between competing special interests.
5. ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: What actions or policies do you support to protect Michigan’s water, air
and land for current and future generations, while meeting the state’s energy needs? Explain how those
actions or policies would affect the future of Enbridge Pipeline 5.
A: I will vote for policies that encourage the conservation of our resources and that promote clean water.
While advancement is important it cannot come at the expense of our natural resources. I will work to ban
the importation of garbage. The drinking water situation in Rockford & Flint are unacceptable and we need
to push policies that prevent incidents like this from ever occurring. As a sportsman I will support polices
that preserve the traditions and natural beauty of this state. I oppose the Enbridge Pipeline 5 and do not
believe petroleum or chemicals should be transported on or under the Great Lakes.
6. JUSTICE: What policies will you pursue to promote social and racial justice in our state?
A: I believe in equality before the law; if there are areas of Michigan Law where racial discrimination is
occurring I will gladly work to overturn any laws that are based upon race. I believe all citizens of this
state should have unbiased interactions with government and a person’s demographic make-up should
have no bearing on any interaction with government or the law.

WINNIE BRINKS, Democrat
Website: www.WinnieBrinks.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/WinnieBrinksforSenate
Twitter: twitter.com/WinnieBrinks
Occupation / Current Position: State Representative - 76th District, MI House of
Representatives
Education: Calvin College, Bachelor’s in Spanish and a concentration in sociology
Qualifications / Experience: State Representative, 76th District Caseworker, The
Source
Questions:
1. PRIORITIES: What are your top three state legislative priorities and how would you address them?
A: Education: From early childhood education programs through high school, Michigan’s colleges and
universities to skilled trades programs, it's clear that our kids need a world-class education that prepares
them for a bright future. Water: All families deserve safe drinking, free of harmful chemicals like PFAS and
lead. Polluters must be held accountable when they put the health and economic security of families at
stake. Jobs: When working families do well, the economy as a whole prospers. I will continue to fight for
policies that help Michigan workers find jobs, keep jobs and, just as important, be paid a fair wage.
2. EDUCATION: What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved educational outcomes and
accessibility for Michigan students from early childhood through post-secondary education?
A: I’ve worked in the classroom, and my husband is a school teacher. I support measures that provide the
opportunity for every student — no matter where they live — to get a world-class education. High quality
early childhood education is an important foundation for success, both in school and in life, and I'm proud
to have voted to expand access to more 4 year olds in our state. In addition, we must invest in teachers,
support them, and ensure they have the tools they need in the classroom to provide the best education
possible to help our children succeed now and in the future.
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3. ECONOMY: What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michigan residents improve their
economic positions?
A: I've worked with businesses that understand the value of investing in their employees and improving
their quality of life, which helps boost the company’s bottom line. In addition, access to health care,
reliable transportation, and affordable childcare are key elements of economic success for any family.
Finally, I will continue to vote for and sponsor policies that reward local businesses that stay in Michigan
and invest in our communities.
4. ELECTIONS: What state policies do you support regarding campaign funding and voting rights?
A: Elections should be about the will of the people, not special interests. We must put an end to
gerrymandering by establishing an independent redistricting commission, because elected officials should
not have the power to pick and choose their constituents. Unlimited amounts of money from anonymous
donors have corrupted politics and reduced trust in government/public servants; the health of our
democracy depends on meaningful campaign finance reforms. We must ensure elections are fair, early
voting and no-reason absentee voting are implemented in Michigan, and acts of voter suppression or
intimidation are eliminated.
5. ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: What actions or policies do you support to protect Michigan’s water, air
and land for current and future generations, while meeting the state’s energy needs? Explain how those
actions or policies would affect the future of Enbridge Pipeline 5.
A: Michigan is rich in natural resources, from our lakes and rivers to our forests. We must do all we can to
protect our environment now and for future generations. Our ecosystem is complex, and I will continue to
champion and support sustainable energy and environmental policies that meet the needs of our
residents, safeguard our resources and create jobs for Michiganders. This means taking a hard look at
existing pipelines, including Enbridge Pipeline 5, and closing those pipelines that have the potential to
devastate our natural resources.
6. JUSTICE: What policies will you pursue to promote social and racial justice in our state?
A: There are so many opportunities in the policymaking process to shape a society that is more fair and
just, from expanding the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to removing the unfair tax on feminine hygiene
products. I have introduced, supported and voted for bills to promote social and racial justice over the
course of my time in the state House. I will continue to champion policies that achieve pay equity and
earned sick leave for Michigan workers, criminal justice reforms and a public education system that
provides opportunities for all children to succeed.

ROBERT VanNOLLER, Libertarian

Did Not Respond in Time for Inclusion

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan national organization whose purpose is to promote political responsibility
through informed and active participation of citizens in government. The League never supports or opposes any candidate
or political party. Candidate responses are included as submitted and have not been edited except in cases where the
replies have exceeded the stated word limitations. Spelling and Grammar were not corrected. The inclusion of
candidates’ statements and opinions is solely in the interest of public service and in no way is to be construed as an
endorsement by the League of Women Voters which takes no responsibility for any views or facts stated by the candidates.
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